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IN REPL.Y REFER T

UNITED STATES GEOLOGIC DIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
FEDERAL CENTER, DENVER, COLORADO
Building 25

February L5, 1956

Mr, George €. Simmons

U. 3. Geological Survey
Box 360

Crand Junctiow, Colorado

Dear George:

I certainly appreciate your help in contacting your numerocus
iriends concerning our proposed boat trip. I have rveceived replies
from Dave Gaskill, George White, and Bus Hateh, Both Hatch and White
say they have plenty of equipment and would be glad te make the trip.
However, I fear it would be quite expensive.

I have made arrangements here through Geologic Division
for three 6é-man rubber boats, life jackets and waterproof duffel bags.
I feel that we could make the trip with our own equipment much cheaper,
and at low water it shouldn't be too daagerous, 1 figure that we could
have two men to0 & boat and with 3 boats we could carry 6 people. This
would allow room for Russ, Frank, myself, and three boatmen,

I would appreciate your comments as to your ideas, Do you
think it is feasible to make the trip in rubber boats? UYWould two men
to a boat be okay” Would you be able to go: Do vou think of any other
gear that we might need?

I fully realize that the larger wooden boats would be wmore
comfortable and probably somewhat safer. llowever, when I weigh the
expected cost at $1600.2 against $300.% 1 wonder if it is worth the
creat difference. I think that we can make the trip at low water with
the rubber boats, Another factor, of course, is the time element, Ue
would like to take plenty of time and probably stop several places and
do geology for a day or so. This means we would be paying bhoatmen
$20, to $25, per day while they waited for c(he geologists, Hence,
we would pay for a two-week trip and probably only spend about half that
time on the river,

Well, anyway, T thought I would let you kuow my plans and
see what you thought, I will probably be over te Grand Junction this
month and will see you then,

Best regards,

Wik



Feb. 19. 1956
Dear Sim:

Glad to hear from vou and elso to hear that you [inally
made it thru the Canyon. I suppose you were in Georgle's mob.
Thaet trip is so good that it would be difficult to spoil)l. tho a
mob would come close gs far as I am concerned.

I Pinallv got 8 letter off to your friend Dick Lewis,
and I enclose a cooy.

As I tell him, I hsd it in mind to run Marble~Grand
again, but am not set. I don't run commercially but try to meke
my trios pay for themselves. There is also wear and tear on
equipment.

If I took it on I would probably run on down thru Glen,
Marble and Grand. anyway. Would vou be availsble for at least
the part thru Cat?

T can hendle six. includine two hoatmen. with ease. and
maintain s safetv factor in the roughest water. I never pack in
extra supplies on my Marble-Grand runs.

I don't know if Moulty is goine to run this vear or not.
He is onlenning a trip to Hawail soon and may settle for a dude
vAacetion. I'1ll probebly do the same when I #et tired running
rivers.

It was nice hearineg from you, and I hone to meet you
sometime whether the Cat deal jells or not.

Sincerely,
- i,

b i.aé:éi;{



RIS - BRENNAN RIVER EXPEDITIONS
Scheduled and Charter Trips on Scewic Westorn Rivers
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
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Georsge L, Simeong
}.l ()n B@I 3&0
Grand Junetisng Crlo

Twar Sim-

Thanks arently for your letter »f ®ebruary 6, 1958, I sarrived while I wms
sssimed to the Boise Distrist, from wiieh I just regently retumed, tous
the lenchty del-¥y in reply.

1 wes glad $o know thnt =nother member of the most extraordinary fratemity
af hiver fate 18 keevineg i35 tough with the wiver, Hartle ang owend
Canyonf are very interesting, ond some of “he ynoids nre 8 resl ¢inilenge
to the edventurers who teeile thenm, 1 have mm the Grand 4 tinmes now

and have e joved every trin, e #ld not run Grand legt veur, but iid mup
the Cataraets sosin - for Singlair 04l snis sime- my 10th, trip thrwgh
Cateyact Canyon.

I a=m eurrently writing Dick Lewis, snd offering our services for nis vlsnnad
trins 1o the Cetarset Canyon sres, or LT he nrefers to make,'sn his own?

we will try to loeste some (0-msn rubber rafis Tor hiz (F that tvne of
eraft wiil be suiisble for his purrose,

Juo¥X Brennsn, Fred Scever snd 1 ave stili nuite metive on the wiver

every mummer, We cave pulded s number of '"Dude' Loivs in the pest U or 3
venrs., Lasl yvear we pan around 1100 =iles -sll river rms oosbined,

“hig yesr wa siresdy have tentstive plane for several short week-and trins
and & weeks itrio throush Grand Cenvyon in earivy June, then ithrouph Hells
Canyon on the .make hiver duping July., OF eourse it le stili too esprly
o know whether any or ell of the tripe will mstarislize,

If in Belt Lake drop in at Room 508 in ihe ded. #lide, and we misht bore

g Tewr listeners by hashing over a bit of river gab,

Sineerely,

/{/i_f}“}g/

Don Harris
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Hopa you are having e summer full of inmte
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s A6ward the ent of She Shwe wewhh,
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4 trips ome for a fence line , end the other for s large jock pine which in
ﬂmmgwwzmwswmﬂm. A% one other podnt the river wes over lain
by & pine, bubt by Ward upstream roving vers sbls Yo sses into the tres and worlk

the bramohe

of Yus riverersts® sppreciste all of your efforts on tehalf of thinge
Wsz supporting.
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2333 VING STREET . BERRILEY 8 CALIPORNIA
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COLORADO RIVER CHRONICLES

July
i
1956

Canvongser Sim
Many thanks for the inforrmation in yours of June 27th.

I had not heard about progress on the USG3 mapping party in Cat.
It isn't too novel to have thnree boats and one boutman, The
Chenoweth party which surveyed the Canven in 1921 had three
boats and ohe boatman: Hllsworth folb. Ellsworth ran the three
boats thru nearly all the rapids. There were athers who could
handle a boat but the survey tended to keep them rather busy.

If you get a chance near the Junction, please go over to the

ieft bank of the Colorado, %he Stanton survey of 1889 came

down from Grand Junction and they marked a point there on a

boulder. The surveyors went {rom there up to Green-gfiver, It

was in Greenriver that Stanton tock charge of the actual survey.

g boats cruised down Lo the Junetion and Stanten npicked up

iz line from there, 1 think you ousht Lo be able to [(ind this
int with reflerences marked on a boulder., I also think the

gzlb brothers left a marking there., I don't have any racord that

anyone has locked for these thiness,

At Mile 213, there is an open f{lat on the right bank, If you
have the chance, look for the horse trail up out of thizs [las,
There are big stones laid so a horse can o up or down. You
will recall that a messare was brot in here to the :ddy party
in 1927, There are names cut along this horse trail., Fflease
nove the names and dates and take a picture or two.

ihere is a side canyon opening on the left pright at the Mile 213
peint. 1 would like to ret a photo of this side canyon. If vou
should have the time, I would like to know the nature of the bed
of this side canyon,

At Mile 204, right bank, there are a number of inscriptions
on the récka, Please note and vhoto these inscriptions and
photo the River off the bank here,

At BHile 212 ?ﬁ@, in a zully on the risht bvank iz a larpe rock
alab., There are many fossils in this gully., You will Tind a
note about the POWELL painted on the rock., Pleame photo and
note the parking.

There is a vague report of a L. Julien inseription near the
head of Cat. It seems vo me this would be in the side canyon at
LB at Mile 213 if it is anywhere,



At about Mile 197 on the left bapk, two men brot horses ts the
iver about 25 years ago. The did not come down Gypsum Canven,
This c¢rude trall should bs checked,

I have a vague reflerence tLo a Julien inscription near the
several inseripvions at Hile 204, 1 fes) cuite sure this is
an arror,

Below Uark Canvon is reported g new and sizable ravid due to a
new fall of rock, Pleosse rate this rapid and take a picture of
the area., It is 1/, miles belew Dark Conyon,

You 4id not say how you were moinr to pet te the hand of Cat,
Please lel me know on that and your date of start, [ may be
able Lo zel zome other zulfl to vou for checking,

I nave copisd Lhe neotes on the Ywe Dolores ransg, I am hevine a
pring made from the zlide and will enclose the slide with this
ietter a8 s6on as 1%t comes bick,

n the Dalores. Fres “nliker ran i%

True snourh -~ you need water T
niz boeat amd the party had Lo walk

aeveral times but finnlly lest
SUL .

We had a wonderful rusm of the Crand Grnyon eéven tho we buried sne
of the crew who died from a b.d heart. Fortunately we had a
doctor with us whe did everythineg poasible., The olher svent of
the trip was the capsizins of one boat in Vulean {lava Falls].,
The pilot toek on some of the heaviest water and caught a side
wave and over they went just that easy, They Tloated five niles
before thev were picked up on the bottom side of the boat.

The 60,000 feet of water made {ine running with nh§ only rapid
that was up to a 10 rating belnp Vulean. The two 30HP enpines

gave ugs a fine balance on the 18t boats and we could make just
undar 20 miles when cruising at top speed.

Sheeris

2




UeS:0.5, Siick Rock Camp
% Egnar, Colorade
September 2%, 19%6

Jsar ook

For some unknown resson your letter of July A did not resch me
until efter the conclusion of the USGS Cetersct Canyom trip, and

I am umable to supply the informetion you wished. However, thers
sre &8 fow minor iteme which might de of interest %o yous

(1) The opem flat on the right benk at Mile 215 4is known es Spanish
Bottom, This is dut one of quite & fev names eppesring on the new
Ue8,06,8, ”p‘wm shests ””m‘ the srea,

{2) In ressrd to the side camyon om the left benk at Mile 21%: I

do not know whet the boye desided about the forwstiom im this cenyon,
A previous worker, sepping from an opposite ris(rizht bemk) idemtifisd
sn sxposure of the Paradox forwstion{probsdly gypsus besring) in this %
vicinity. After m tw ommm, and I am not sure Mr or
not they checked it in s the boys were undesided, end
mmwms,tmumﬁa«nmmmm in Gypsum Canyon
befors msking up their minds,

(3) Froo the looks of droppings in Oypesus Cenyon it appesars that st
lesst ome horse wintered there last yesr, It is imposeible for s
horse to get down the main drainage of Oypsus Canmyon ss ther 4is @ doep
sheer full sbout four miles up. HNone of the side canyons tc Uypsus
Qsnyon which wers checked reveasled possible routee, There srs s few
places nesr Hile 197 where 2 manm could olimd over the rim without
grest difficuliy, but I did not ses 8 horse roule,

{4) I mede & log of the activities, snd &8 soon as I oen got &

few copies typed I will send you one, I tried to keep socurate

notes on the repids, perticularly thoss over Clese 4, snd sw disturbed
to find that I have me reference to the new rapid vhhb you mention
3/4 mils below Dark Cenyon, There iz » lsrge fresh landslide sosr
sbout that distence up Derk Canyon which is visibie from the river
sbove Dark Canyon, but 1 can recall nothing of the sort along the
river itself,

Could you tell me whether or not ths Jullem who made the several
senyon insoriptions was & netive Frenchmen, and if so whether or mot
wuch 48 known about him. I have 8 sister-in-lsw({Prench) who is
presently in Prance, snd I thought I would ask her to de m Bit of
detective work for me if there seemed & likelihood of turning wp
something,

in the notes whioch I sent to you last Jume 1 made 8 misteke in
listhng the HoPhee Rench as one of our sterting points. The MePhes



Ranch is farther upstresm, near Dolores, and the ranch near which
we ptarted is the Molonald Rench,

Glad to hear of your Pine Grand Csnyon trip. Looks like I'1] have
ne more trips this year, st lesat water wise, but I did get in a
niloe olimbing trip to Colorado's Needle Mountaine, and I hops to
g=t in cme wore olimbing trip before the snow fllies.



QT MARSTON
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Cetober
2%
1956

Canyoneer Sim

That was tough about the late arrival of my letter but vour comments
help a great deal,

I have Just returned from a trek around the Southwest and went down

that side canyon opposite SPANISH BOTTOMS., It is imposaible for a

hourse to come down Lhe main canyon at that point but the walking in-
volves no danger,

I know the open {lat is known as SPANISH BOTTOMS. 1 can add a simple
question to that and ask “"Why?" I wrote Lo A. A. Baker, USGS asking
why he used the name on his maps of that section and his reply was
that 1t was generally known by that name. Thal leaves my gquestion
unanswered.,

1 thipk that side canyon was gyp for about a mile from the River,
There is an uplift thav tilted the strate up toward the Hiver,
will be interestdd in the ohservations of the 3Jurvey orew,

About a mile from the Hiver there is a drop-off of about 500 feet
but it i3 not difficult to get up and down at several places on the
right side ¢of the drop. srvher on there {2 a drap of 30 feet and
this is sasy to by-pass on the left, A iittle beyond this drop,
the drainage swings into the graben to the south,

ihe norse angle at Oypsum is pertinent, There is a way to the River
by a trail above Gypsum Canyon. We also found horses had been in
the side canyon we traveled and ¥ent Frost {who was with me! Knows
of the mun who had his herases down there,

I am guessing there is a route Lo the River from that groupd of
side Canyons on the left about Z-3 miles below Spanish Bottoms,
we walked down Lo a point between the first and second rapids and
could see some sipn of trails in these canyons.

I look forward to the opportunity to study your notes. I would
also like to borrew slides which you mizht have made se I might ren
prints showing your operations, ¢rew and equipment,

The best answer on Denis Julien is %o send the encloged copy of
Kelly's arviels in the UTah BHQ. Did you pet anything on Julien
during the Cat run? What were you Jooking for in reference to him?

Cheerip ™ f



OIS MARSTON
233 WINE ATKERT « BIRKELEY & CALIBORNIA
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COLORAIR RIVER CHRONKILES

vecambet
10

Canyoneer 3im

Golly, that's a swell Jeob vyou did on the Cat run and ¥ thank vou for
the copy of the record,

} does
113

2k Lewis do aut at Kirgalia? e have been out in that
.Q«Qﬁ G

f -
y 1955 anag Lhis vear,

Tou didn'y break any ears so Lhuevy must have peen (K. ‘dnere did vou
getl Lhent?

3

don't think your signing tne release in event of accident would be

any pood, In case bhere wis neplect, you would have a good ri-ht of
action even Lho you signed. Other than that,; you undertook what vou

Kknew to be a trip invelvins some danper,

are the particular mapping projecis some secre I am much i
ested in the maps of that area and particu “%aly on the ?@‘* 51
the Alver,

T hadn't neard of the prospecter being stranded near the Junction.

Kent Frost and I must have walked by your ddody stop at Mile 213
when we were out thare (ctober 2nd, We came down the side canyen
opposite JSpanish Holtom and W@ik&& down the shore past the [irst
rapid, ‘he water was almost clear and I would have rated the
firvat rapid about a I. I might have given the sscorndd rapld a

i, 1 think the stage was around 1000¢fs,

W& noted two stone monurents near the mouth of the side canvon
called Hed Lake Canvon on the 1921 maps, ‘They indicated ave.
id vou note others on down the Canyvon on the left bank?

What was the particular interest at Cross Canvon? Where did you
pick up that name?

And speaking of names, did you ever ask anyone why that is called
Spanish Hottom?

Did you have much Lrouble with the bxseta? Bill Helknap has been
usine one and haz teld me I should take one on bul has now chanead
his mind sayvineg it is too delicate,



Where did yvou get the information than U3Z0S lest a boat at 202
in 19217 Best lost a boat at 204 in 18G1, USGCS pinned their
boats at Lark Uanyen in 14921 but did not lese them, In October
of 1948, Harold W. Chase of the USGS left a sadiron pinned to a
rock Jjust below the Big Drop. I think this must be the boat you
mesl.

Let me in on the Cape May yakking. 1 spent some cold weeks down
there in D cember and Janu.ry of 1917 and 1918 livinr in the old
amusament Bui}aing at the end of the board walk.

That spring at Dark Canyon is near the small ledre that runs out
Lo the edre of the KEver below the Hawvid. It is hidden in arong
some redbud, I think Handall lienderson built a cairn there.

Tou did a swell job of rapids rating. Typis little svstem is be-
ginning to do some real pood,

i1 had intended for you to keep the Julien item, I'll send it back
if vou wigh, T agree that Kelly isn't Jussified in his guess that
he was in a boat, Kelly made the Llen ¢ 'nyon traverse in 1932 and
again in 1938, He did a lot of looking for inscrintions. So have
miny others. Hone have reported to me any Jullen inscriptions
altho Kelly tells me he has heard thers is one up on the Paria,

I look forward Lo seeing your slides and want to gel prints from
some of them, T have a lot of pix in Cat whieh T have not besen
able to identify so yours will undoubtedly help in this.

I will be in Seattle around Christmas and in Los Angeles rizht

af'ter the New Year for about 10 days so please don't send them

when 1 am away. 1 will be home from December 26th to New Years
Uay and will pet home apgain about the middle of January.

Cheerio




{ / Decenber 11, 1956

Dear 8im:

Thanks & millilon for letting me have access %o the dlaries
of your Grand Canyon and Cataract runs. My wife, who ig home
recuperating from an operation, read them and sald she like
your stvlie the better of the two.

Am keeping the one on the Cataract trip. If you need it
please let me know. I've never been thru that Canyon and may
never, but live 1in hopes of 1it.

Looks 1lge river running 18 metting to be a thing of the
pagt with g0 many dams in prospect. Undergtand the San Juan
and Glen Canyons are closed and 1957 may be the last year for
unregtricted flow thru the Grand.

¥1ill make my fourth run thru the Grand next June with Pat
Reilly and his two boats. Not sure whether I wrote you we
made the trip last summer or not. Started on 38,300 and lost
most of 1t durling the 1% daye in the Canyon. Ko mechanlical
4ifficultles, with the exception of one broksen o8r pln on the
Flavell and minor patches to the Susie-R and Flavsll on two
@ifferent occasions. Ran all but Lava Falle. Sonme rapilds
were esasler and some tougher than the preceeding sumrer. Some
waere covered over and some new ones mads their appearance,
This 18 nmatural witn different flows of water.

Ratings of rapids cannot be constant., Most vary with the
stage of water., A slx rapid may rate three or elght at differ-
ent flows.

Felleve I sent you a copy of my 1955 diary, if not let me
know, Have not copled my minutes taken during the 1956 run,

We ran a lot of rapids wide opsn as we call it - not stopping
to look them over. Only ones we stopped to examine were Badger,
Soap, North Canyon, Tanner Wash, Kwagunt, 75 Mile, Hance, Sock,
Urapevine, Horn, Granite, Hermit, Bedrock, Dubendorff, Upset,
L.ava and 205 Mile.

Inciaentally, I went thru the big hole in Upset. 70 say
the least it wae a rough ride,

Hope you like your next msesignment,

Hest regards,

Ty
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Canyoneer Sim Copy ta 34 D, Complell

4
ine slides are on their way*ﬁb’r&i@»“ﬂ ¥ou snd thank you [or the loan,
3

I took off prints from Bl of them -~ that figure is Ll.

i nave ga?nara& a number of prints from the 3StmR on and Best parties
of 1289 and 1891 and your pix will do a let in helpinz me to tie down
the locations.

1'il be willing Lo betl that I will wish I had prints from them all.
fhe cost angle does some controlling, I vake prints rather thun
dupe transparecies.

Hote that Holmstirom nad two m's in his nume.
Burg, Johnson and Holmstrom were together, 1938 after Nevills.
¥
7 think vou had a little less water at Dark Canyoen than did the U305
party on September 27 and 28 in 1921, The rx in center were just being

covered and they hung the bouts on them,

rst I nave ssen of the sulphur aprimg. There are

Your photo is the i
#u there and on both sides of the fiver,

several of them th
I find there was & geologist looking down inte Crams,Canyon in 1926
Your 2108 Mile action tieg with Dave's shot of you 10 27 52,

I have a lot of work to do on the pix of Cat, Stanten had plix taken

a8 he ran his traverse in 1889 aso they will be set as soon as I ¢an

work out his traverse {igures,.

I suggest you throw away the self-portrait as you m;§hs wake up asome
morning and take a lock and Just gquit right there,

Again my thanks, I should write at greater length but I lsave tomorraw
for Flag to get a Grand Cunyon trip rolling for June 1Oth - high water
seems a {ine prospect.

Cheario

.
CS;x_uAWﬂ’




Wm,

Canyon
wag assoubled. This hes taken somowhat longer than snticipated, but has
now boon donse The slides are making the rounds of several lnterested
veople, and there is one shead of you in tho list who may have a few
dupligates made, It is hard to predict just when th

washington, P .
After you are through with the glidss would you plesge formrd thom
along with tho short gommentary to Richaxd resak, Paleomtology and

Stretigraphy Branch, U. s.mmogimw.mmmm,
Donvor 2, Color dos
You will note that soms of the slides are duplicat s. As duplisates

uade from duplicates seem to suffer as wuch as licatos mede fyom

originolsy this cululiative affoot can e avoided By using only originals
wmmm. 50 if you would like to secure the originals for
mafmmwmzwﬂlbeglndhmmmm.

In regponse $o your long wmanssered quesstions:
(1) Uasle Sam has dons a lot of mapping on the Colorado Plateau as -

m. Dick's lmatsznn‘at mm ia due to his om WW. of
camp sites for gonvonisn souforte

'y
the namos used p by
Mmmnwmwwmmmaw.

{(3) 14 Mb«hmthatthaaumwpmmgotwmw.
If menory wmrwﬁg-kowshmgmatmejumﬁm:mm
Mowoka. He apparently comserved both his food supply and energy wery
woll for he semed to b @ in pretiy good shape,



(i 7o did not noto the btwo aton: mommoents neer the mouth of
Red Jzke Canmyon nor did wo soe othora whish indicated apa.

(5) Tho inbtoraat at Croas Convon as in soveral othors w 8 Yo
detorn na yvilicthor or n ot the oradox vo bor of the Unrmosg forvation
wes axpos de

(6} About B tas: this could tuke o gull volimo, T~ think that
they ure the bost all-aroun! cucra nude, Imfortumately, the “xakta is
& prool won dnntrupeat, an 1 ke nay proeicion nstramonie has W b
troatad carefully, Umder such rigors as pivar t&izm the xakta doos
not stand up &: woll as some othor eamura typos T would =amacth
ot o Isdea would bottor £1t the bllle opocif v, buch sund seans
to got inte th- shutter sAndineg and cocking mxchinisms In smito of
plitic bags ad aly ticht contuin ra, 4lso, on all tat th most recont
modals there in the dangor of the winding eogs steliving out the filn
porfor tocns and an embire s gquonco of picturcs lost due %o the film
not winding(this is not unia. to river tripale.

(7} Cope Myese{ughies, Your winter of 1017-18 sounis noch like the
one I gpait there in Whwu5. If you wore in Capo oy for the samo
kind of reoason that T o 7 this would ma e you sbout 00 or 1 yeurs t)flti
which though not old in thrne awve 1s still & respectable ag: for gust
webtiws dnber:st dn the Colorade Divors

I an guprontly ‘T‘m mrichol o e 1ofootr for somn g
sdventuroge Unols m 3&:; {ranoforrins mo to Bragil for a two yoar
sbint of marring ivon dmmi%&id\ﬂ& l). Thore zre somo oanyons in
th  highl nds near Pelo Mo iz ndy where we will be “ﬁ‘vim, and T hope to
find pome white w tor on the hsw m&%a rs of the Parang, Tho "‘iv r of 01d
omen, and some othors whose nar o | cannet roeall or PrONcUee.

rggards
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